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We welcome submissions of interest to local lesbians. Letters to the editor, short fiction, articles, 
book or movie reviews, poetry, artwork or photographs are all welcomed. Forward your 
submissions by: 


* Mail: womonspace, Box 128, Main RO., Edmonton, AB, T5J 3J4 
¢ Phone: (780) 482-1794 or (780) 455-9344 

¢ E-mail: womonspace@hotmail.com 

° Fax: (780) 455-9344 

¢ Website: www.gaycanada.com/womonspace/ 


May - Travel. Submission deadline: April 15 
June - Pride / Coming Qut. Submission deadline: May 15 


Editor: Suzanne Dawson 
Designers: Gloriane Design 


womonspace is a publication of the Womonspace Social and 
Recreational Society of Edmonton, a non-profit volunteer organization. 
Our purpose is to inform and entertain our members and other 
interested lesbians. ‘ 


The opinions expressed in wemonspace do not necessarily reflect the 
_ Opinions of the Womonspace Board. The events, organizations and 

establishments publicized are not necessarily supported by 

Womonspace. ‘ 


- Material submitted becomes the property of Womonspace. We reserve 
the right to edit for length and content, and to refuse publication. 
Submissions will be published on Womonspace’s web site, unless 
specifically otherwiseagreed. 


“The Lesbian Avengers are a direct- 
action group focused on issues vital 


Secrets is looking for a pitcher for 
their fast ball team. Any interested 


to lesbian survival and visibility.” 
- Lesbian Avengers website 


women, please call Liz at 990-1818 
or drop by Secrets at 10249 - 107 St. 
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What is Activism? by Rae 


It has always seemed that unless there is someone to fight to keep what little 
women have made for themselves, that there are others that will try to take it. 


S  ATale of Self-Activism 1, 7. mu. 


Sailor became startled as the reflection began to move and a creature lifted from 
the water. 


“J 


The Small Things by Denise Taylor 

It’s always a very interesting and eye opening discussion for my kids, and even 
though they start out by saying, “My mom or Dad says...” they end up with, “I 
think...” 


8 UofA: AHothed of Student Agitation? by joanne and Jeff 


Activism on campus takes many forms. 


14 The “Elle” in GLCCE: 30 years of Gay and Lesbian Activism 
in Edmonton by Kristy Harcourt 


Edmonton has a rich history of lesbian and gay activism that one wouldn’t 
expect, looking at the province’s right-wing reputation. 


Hands 


by Jaimie Clements 


15 White Thing What's Happening 


by S.EB. Groups and Continuing Events 


Calendar of Events 
April 2001 


Winter Extravaganza 2001 
by Bernice 


Ask Dr. Dyke 


13. Kat Danser Claire Voyance Predicts... 
by N. M. 
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At the last Womonspace board meeting, 
our newsletter editor informed me that it 
was my turn to write an article for the 
April issue. She then told me that the 
topic I was to write on was activism. My 
first thought (which I said out loud, 
oops) was, “Activism? What is activism? 
What do I know about activism?” She 
laughed and told me to look it up. So I 
did. 

“Activism - n. the doctrine or policy 
of taking positive, direct action to 
achieve an end, especially a political or 
social end.” Much to my surprise, I 
discovered that I have been involved with 
activism most of my adult life. I had just 
never looked at it that way. 

I have to admit that I’m not 
involved in political activism; I leave that 
to those who feel strongly about politics. 
I’m more interested in ensuring that 
women have a place to come together for 
recreational activities. It has always 
seemed that unless there is someone to 
fight to keep what little women have 
made for themselves, that there are 
others that will try to take it. This is 
especially true when it comes to facilities 
that women use for their sports. This was 
the first thing I learned while I worked 
for a university women’s intramural 
program. Whenever the men’s program 
needed some extra ice or gym time, they 
would take over our time. Needless to 
say, it only happened once before a fight 
ensued. 

My work in women’s intramurals 
led to my involvement with women’s 
hockey on a municipal, provincial and 
national level. This in turn led to 
women’s touch football, fastball and 
broomball on all levels. Although each 
league or activity ran into problems, 
there was always one or two women that 
were ready, willing, and able to challenge 


Wheat is Activism? 


ny has 


any issues. Through the efforts of these 
few, many now are able to enjoy the 
benefits. 

When I moved to Edmonton, I 
became involved in touch football. The 
woman who organized the team that I’ve 
been with for the last five years was the 
president of Womonspace at the time 
(some of you may know Tina). At her 
suggestion, I became involved as a 
volunteer with Womonspace, and it’s 
become one of my favorite activities. My 
first Womonspace position was as a 
volunteer coordinator. It was a job no 
one seemed to want, but the benefits 
were amazing. After two years of 
working with the volunteers, I moved on 
to looking after Womonspace 
membership. 

Now, after seventeen years of 
working so that women have a space and 
a place to go, I have found out that I am 
an activist. I always thought it was just 
something I did because someone needed 
to. And we occasionally get to have fun; 
okay, we have lots of fun most of the 
time. I really have fun being a “Babe” at 
Womonspace’s fundraiser Babe Auctions, 
and playing Chubby Bunny at 
Womonspace events! It’s thanks to 
people like Shannon Miller, Tina Taylor 
and Terri Hayes, who make sure there is 
someone to care for what they started 
after they move on, that we have what 
we have now. Who knows what my next 
cause will be. (Have you ever heard of 
my hero Darkwing Duck?!) Y 


As a registered Society, Womonspace is 
required to have its books audited regularly. 


We are looking for a chartered accountant 
on the cheap. If you are, or know such a 
person, call 482-1794. 
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A Tale of Self-Activism 


Once upon a time in a not so far away 
land lived a cute little dyke named 
Sailor. She laughed and skipped 
everywhere she went. She knew joy and 
excitement and intellect, but she didn’t 
know love. 

One day, as Sailor skipped through 
the forest and frolicked with the 
woodland creatures, she came across a 
beautiful meadow. She was used to the 
shadows and privacy of the woods, and 
at first the meadow seemed too bright 
and open. Her heart beat rapidly as she 
made her way to the centre of the green 
where she found a shimmering blue 
pond. Bending over the water, she saw 
her own reflection staring back. Sailor 
became startled as the reflection began 
to move and a creature lifted from the 


Web Design 
and 


Graphics 


Neela 
(780) 421-7953 
www.designed-by-artemis.com 4A 
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by 7. M. 


water. It wasn’t her reflection after all, it 
was another cute little dyke! Their eyes 
locked and, despite their differences, 
Sailor saw herself in this other being. 
Sailor thought she finally knew love. 

For many moons, Sailor was happy 
as she skipped and danced and played 
with her cute little dyke. But over time, 
things began to change. Sailor found her 
cute little dyke starting fires in the 
meadow, cutting trees at the edge of the 
forest, and wreaking havoc on Sailor’s 
wonderful meadow world. Sailor became 
very hurt and angry. Why would her cute 
little dyke do this? Was she trying to hurt 
Sailor? Did she hate her? What had she 
done wrong? Maybe she had never really 
known love after all? 

Sailor became weak with anguish. 
She stumbled to the centre of the 
meadow where she came face to face 
with the shimmering pond. She peered at 
her own image and, with a howl, 
released a stream of sharp wicked words 
of pain for what her cute little dyke had 
done. Just as Sailor heard the horrible 


(cont on p. 17) 


Seashell Housekeeping Units 


June 15 - October 15. (902) 224-1563 
Down East NS Hospitality by Marie & Nan. 


neta lesbians see their struggle as 
a total one as a struggle for a non-exploitive 
communist society...We feel that none of us 
will be free until ALL forms of oppression -- 
ALL exploitive relationships (capitalism, 
imperialism, racism, sexism, youth 
oppression...)-- are eliminated." 

- Revolutionary Lesbians, How to Stop 
Choking To Death or: Separatism 


“Hands 


Sensualizing to see first hand. Humbled 
by their hands. Hands that tell a 
thousand stories, passing down the 
wisdom, teaching the untaught. I am the 
Untaught. 

I am the untaught and allow myself 
to learn. Looking at my two barely 
written on hands hung by my side, 
almost blank pages with merely 
scratches of the few but impacting 
experiences they hold. So many lines; 
chapters, stories, novels to write and to 
read when outstretched before me. 
Hands -- mine -- once flung aimlessly 
into the midst. Trying to find, reach 
something, but always grasping empty 
air. Lost in the fog with no compass. 
Hard to fill hands when you don’t know 
what they are supposed to be carrying. 

Wait. Now a direction. A magnetic 
force draws into the clearing to four 
hands laid before me. Flesh overlapping 
flesh. Entwining fingers, melting 
together. Her hands running across 
contours of her hands, so soft and 
gentle. Witnessing love. 

The epiphany - when their hands 
raise and their eyes meet, love pouring 
into each other’s eyes - seeing soul for 
soul, acknowledging the exchange. Sit 
back. Enjoy the beauty of love. This is a 
moment to capture like a picture, and I 
put it in my heart. Their bodies 
encompass all that’s written on their 
hands. Laughter that’s natural. A smile 
so genuine. Conversation carried with 
sincere intrigue. Accepting and allowing 
me to be in their presence. A wondrous 
plateau they’re standing on. And hand 
in hand, they walk their beautiful 
journey, taking them higher. And if one 
ever slips, the everlasting helping hand 
catches her fall and lifts her back to 
their path. 

Their bond is so strong. One I have 
been dreaming of, hoping for, that one 


by Jaimie Clements 


day I will have two hands reaching for 
mine and when mine reach back 
unconsciously and I feel the untouched 
connection, I know I will have found 
the pair for mine. 

Knowing how? Four hands that 
shared their stories with me, one more 
line is now written on my hand, what I 
gained from being a witness to their 
love. Optimism sets in me, knowing 
some day I will find my love. And 
whenever in doubt, I take out the 
picture in my heart, place it beside their 
line in my hand to remind me that it’s 
out there. 

Thank you for sharing the secrets 
of your hands. Four hands, thank you. ¥ 


Gloriane 
Design 


DESKTOP PUBLISHING 
GRAPHIC DESIGN 
TRANSLATION 
WRITING 
EDITING 


TEL: (780) 469-9579 
Fax: (780) 463-0521 
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The Small Things 


For most of us, I suspect activism isn’t 
about waving a flag or making speeches 
or even attending demonstrations. It’s 
about the small things. The small things 
are what will change the world in subtle 
ways, even if that world is only the small 
space we live in. The small things are 
what the straight people will accept, and 
agree with, and sometimes even carry on 
in their own small way. The small things 
are not in your face, not threatening, and 
not about “I’m here, I’m queer, get used 
to it.” 

As a queer teacher in a small 
redneck town, the small things are what 
get me by. I don’t care how proudly our 
division waves their same-sex benefits and 
non-discriminatory attitude. A teacher still 
has to deal with the parents, and it is not 
a good idea to be out and about and loud 
about it. I don’t hide anything, but 
neither do I wear my “Lipstick Lesbian” 
t-shirt to school. I do the small things. 

When a student loudly proclaimed, 
“This math problem is gay,” I picked up 
the book, took a good look at it and said 
back, “I don’t think sexual preference has 
anything to do with it. What’s really 
wrong?” The other kids laughed, she felt 
a bit foolish, and told me she just didn’t 
get it. 

Speaking of the whole issue of 
gender bashing and name calling, anyone 
who works with young people knows 
that the most common insult is, “You’re 
so gay.” Even worse is when a girl is 
called a lesbian. Every year, as new classes 
file in, I sit them down and have a talk 
about how we treat each other in my 
classroom. Name-calling is a big issue. I 
won’t allow it. It’s disrespectful. And I 
don’t care if you say stupid or jerk or 
asshole or slut or gay. Insults do not 
belong in my room. Period. In particular, 
I won’t allow any kind of racist or sexist 
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slur. That’s when I discuss calling people 
gay. Because, lets face it, it is racist and 
sexist to call someone gay or lesbian as an 
insult. I ask them how many consider 
themselves racist or sexist or just ignorant 
bigots in general. Nobody ever raises their 
hand. But when I do hear that name 
called - and someone always slips - I ask 
them when they decided they were a 
bigot. It stops them cold, and it makes 
them think. 
In Social Studies, we discuss 
(cont. on p. 16) 


Wholistic Therapy 


Candace Myftr, 
Certified Wholistic Practitioner 


Craniosacral Therapy 


Reiki 
Reflexology 
Therapeutic Touch 


Seated Massage 


20% discount for 
Womonspace members! 


11448 - 124 St., Edmonton 
(780) 451-6725 


Empowering and healing leshians 
with Goddess-wisdom workshops, 


consultations, mentoring. 
Dr. Isis Moon, Ph.D. (780) 455-6351, 


U of A: A Hothed of Student Agitation? 


Here at the University of Alberta, activism 
can be a hit or miss affair. The GLBT 
group on campus is primarily a social 
group, giving members a break from the 
stress of student life. For the most part, 
we’re not a radical bunch (as far as 
agitation goes), and those members who 
want to become more active in the 
community tend to seek out those 
organizations already in place in 
Edmonton. 

This is not to say that we aren’t 
raising awareness; we’re just pretty low-key. 
Activism on campus takes many forms. For 
some members, the U is the one place 
where they are “out” to any degree, so just 
being on campus and not feeling 
conspicuous is a big step. For others, the 
university experience provides many 


CrLISEe 


Were 


Phone: 455-9344 
E-mail: womonspace@hotmail.com 
Fax: 455-9344 


Quarter page: $25 
Half page: $50 
Full page: $100 


Classified ads (3 lines) 
are free for members. 


by Joanne and Jeff, OUTreach co-chairs: 


Next Month 


TRAVEL 


Been on a great trip you'd like to suggest 
to other lesbians? Had a bad experience 
you'd like to warn others against? Send 
your photographs, cartoons, artwork, 
poetry, fiction and articles up to 500 
words on travel by April 15 by e-mail to 
womonspace@hotmail.com, by fax to 
455-9344, by mail to Box 128, Main PO., 
Edmonton, AB, T5J 3K4, or leave a 
message at 455-9344. 


opportunities to shake up the system. 
Bringing up queer issues in class 
discussions, papers and presentations can 
deliver a strong message to others on 
campus, as well as providing opportunities 
for personal growth when researching an 
area that has a lot of personal importance 
(“You mean I can get credit for researching 
transgendered youth?”). 

As this is being written, BGLAD week 
is in full swing. It’s our week of making 
sure that the rest of the campus hasn’t 
forgotten about the queer community. 
OUTreach’s information tables draw a lot 
of attention (most of it positive), and the 
annual “Blue Jeans Day” is always good for 
a letter or two to the student newspaper. 

In short, activism is a personal thing. 
If one can find like-minded individuals, 
activism can become much more public, 
but fundamentally any change requires the 
desire of the individual. OUTreach tries to 
be a gathering point to help with activism 
on campus, and though some years have 
been more successful than others, we keep 
on going! v 
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Winter Extravaqgn2Gg 200! 


| _ by Bemice 


Approximately twenty Womonspace members 
and their families braved the -17°C 
temperatures for this year’s edition of the 
Winter Extravaganza at Fort Edmonton Park. 
Our afternoon began with a warm up skate on 
the pond. | am happy to report that no injuries 
were sustained, especially since it has been 
about ten years since | last laced up my skates! 
Our next activity included a guided sleigh ride 
tour of the park. We had the opportunity to visit 
inside the Fort and reflect on some of the 
hardships of the soldiers who lived there nearly 
150 years ago. Our tour also took us down a 
replica of Jasper Avenue near the turn of the 
20th century. The afternoon 
concluded with a wiener roast, s 
much welcomed hot chocolate : 
and toasted (mostly burnt) 
marshmallows. A special 
thanks goes to Carolynn for 
organizing this year’s 
extravaganza. 


Photos by Bernice 


Sweetheart’s Potluck 
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AGAPE Sexual Orientation and Schooling 
Focus Group in the Faculty of Education 
at the U. of A. Thursdays, 5-6 p.m. 
4-110C Educ. N., U of A. Contact Dr. 
André Grace, andre.grace@ualberta.ca or 
Kris Wells, wellsk@icrossroads.com 

Alcoholics Anonymous Gay and lesbian 
meetings. Call 424-5900. 

Badminton League Fridays, 7-9 p.m. and 
Sundays, 2-5 p.m. Call Cindy at 459-0549 
or Bruce at 453-1244 after 1 p.m., 
cwbyteddy@powersurfr.com 

Bisexual Support Group Second Tuesday of the 
month, 7-9 p.m. at GLCCE. Call 
913-3076. 

Breakfast Club Second Sunday of the month. 
Call Dianne at 433-0374 before 9 p.m. 
the Friday before the breakfast to ensure 
your reservation. 

Classics Social group for lesbians over 40. 
First Sunday of the month, 2 p.m. at 
Secrets, 10249 - 107 St. Call Sharie at 
475-1502. 

Edmonton Rainbow Business Association Second 
Tuesday of the month, 7:30 p.m. at 
Orlando Books. Call Bill at 422-6207. 

Edmonton Vocal Minority Mixed voice choir. Join 
as a singer or a supporter. Call 479-2038, 
evm@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 

Equal= Alberta For equal treatment of all 
Albertans. Call 488-3234, 
equalalberta@hotmail.com 

Free-to-Be Volleyball Leagues include 
recreational, skills development and 
womyn-only. Call Jenn at 424-5100, 
grnwolf@hotmail.com, or Pam at 
459-9370, p_mcewin@hotmail.com 

Gaywire Lesbian, gay and bisexual news, 
interviews and music. Thursdays, 6-7 p.m. 
on CJSR 88.5 FM. 

GLCCE Gay and Lesbian Community Centre 
for drop-in, peer counselling and library. 
Monday to Friday, 1:30-5:30 and 


Whats Happening? 


Groups and Continuing Events 


7-10 p.m.; Thursdays, 7:30 p.m. are 
women’s drop-in. 103, 10612 - 124 St. 
Call 488-3234, glece@compusmart.ab.ca 

Liatris Society Gardening club for LGBT and 
straight people. Call William at 474-7328, 
liatrissociety@hotmail.com 

Making Waves Swim Club Thursdays, 8:30 p.m. 
and Sundays, 8:00-8:30 p.m., Bonnie 
Doon Pool. Call Warren at 497-8511, 
makingwaves_edm@yahoo.com 

Northern Chaps Leather/fetish club for gay, 
lesbian and straight people. First and third 
Saturdays of the month, 10 p.m. at 
Buddy’s, northernchaps@telusplanet.net 

Northern Titans Ten pin bowling league. 
Wednesdays, 6:45 p.m. and Saturdays, 
4:45 p.m. at Strikes, 8750 - 50 St. Call 
Garry at 426-6311, 
davegarry@v-wave.com 

OUTreach For LGBT students, staff and faculty 
at the U of A. Tuesdays, 5 p.m., Athabasca 
Hall, U of A campus, 
outreach@ualberta.ca 

PFLAG/T Support for parents, families and 
friends of LGBT. Third Tuesday of the 
month, 7:30 p.m. at GLCCE. Call Lynne 
at 462-5958, 
pflag@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 

Sacred Circle Dances First Wednesday of the 
month, 7:30 p.m. Southminster 
Steinhauer Church, 10740 - 19 Ave. Call 
Ann at 435-2288. 

Sonic Sisters Women’s music hosted by Cori 
Brewster. Tuesdays, 7-8 p.m. on CJSR 
88.5 FM. 

Yours, Mine, Ours & Us Support/education group 
for LGBT parents, co-parents and 
partners. Call Liz at 415-5434 or Garry at 
426-6311 for new time and location. 

Youth Understanding Youth Social and support 
group for LGBT age 25 and under. 
Saturdays, 7-9 p.m. at GLCCE, 


yuyedm@hotmail.com 


Would you like your organization or event listed here? 
E-mail womonspace@hotmail.com, leave a message or fax your information to 455-9344. 
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Events for April 2001 


Monday, April 2 - 8:00 p.m. 
Womonspace Board Meeting 


All members welcome. Call 482-1794 for 
location. 


Thursday, April 5 - 7:30 p.m. 
Movie Night 


GLCCE women’s drop-in. 103, 10612 - 
124 St. Call 488-3234. 


Tuesday, April 10 - 7 p.m. 

Edmonton Rainbow Business Association Mixer 
Bring business cards. Meet new people. 
Light refreshments provided. Orlando 
Books, Bloomsbury Room, 10123 Whyte 
Ave. Call 422-6207. 


Thursday, April 12 - 7:30 p.m. 

Lesbians and Spirituality 

Discussion forum with GLCCE’s women’s 
drop-in. 103, 10612 - 124 St. Call 
488-3234. 


Thursday to Sunday, April 12-15 
19th Apollo Western Cup 


A weekend of gay sporting, including 
badminton, bowling, curling and volleyball 
in Calgary. Includes a casino night, dance 
and awards brunch. Call (403) 265-7288, 
apollocalgary@geocities.com 


Thursday, April 19 - 7:30 p.m. 
Jam Session / Snack Potluck 
GLCCE women’s drop-in. Bring your own 


drum, guitar or voice. 103, 10612 - 124 St. 


Call 488-3234. 


Thursday, April 19- time???? 

Edmonton Pride Meeting 

Feather of Hope, 701, 10242 - 105 St. 
http://edmc.net/glcce/pride_2001.htm 


Saturday, April 21 - 8 p.m. 

Country Dance Lessons 

Learn the 2-step and 6-step so you can 
actually dance to the country music at the 
Womonspace dance! No charge for first 
time attendees. Westmount Hall, 10970 - 
127 St. Leave a message at 488-3234. 
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CalenclGgr of Events 


Saturday, April 21 - 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. 


Womonspace Spring Dance 

Join us for Easter games and spring door 
prize. Cost: $5/members (with card), 
$8/non-members. Westmount Hall, 10970 - 
127 St. Women only and non-smoking. To 
volunteer, call 482-1794. 


Thursday, April 26 - 7:30 p.m. 

Dog Walking with Dykes 

GLCCE’s women’s drop-in. Bring your dog 
and meet at GLCCE at 7 p.m. to carpool to 
Dawson Park. 103, 10612 - 124 St. Call 
488-3234. 


Saturday, April 28 - 7 p.m. 

EVM Spring Fever Cabaret 

Off-the-wall entertainment will make you 
look at EVM in a totally new way. See what 
happens when the ‘inner divas’ are 
unleashed. EVM’s annual fundraiser has had 
people gasping in delight for eight years. 
Catalyst Theatre. For tickets, call 479-2038. 


Womonspace requires a volunteer 
coordinator to organize volunteers for our 
monthly dances and other Womonspace 
activities. This is a great opportunity to 
meet a wide variety of women in our 
community. For more information, leave a 
message at 482-1794. 


Hangovts 
for Lesbhigns 


The Bagel Tree at 10345 Whyte Ave. 


Cafe Mosaics at 10844 Whyte Ave. 

Precinct §§ at 5552 Calgary Tr. S. 

The Roost private club at 10345 - 104 St. 
Secrets Bar & Grill at 10249 - 107 St. 

Urban Grind at 10124 - 124 St. 


Eomonton Churches — 


Liz Massiah 


M.S.W., R.S.W. 


Affirm United A support group for members 
of the United Church of Canada. Call 
Therese at 446-6176. 


Clinical Social Worker 


Brethren Mennonite Council For gay, lesbian 
and bisexual Mennonites and friends. 
Call Heather at 987-4974, 
jonrach@msn.com 


Healing work with lesbians 
by a lesbian. 


Sliding scale. 


Dignity Edmonton For gay, lesbian and 

bisexual Roman Catholics and friends. 
Call Bernard at 451-1794 or Joseph at 
481-4218, trainlvr@compusmart.ab.ca 


#203, 10129 - 124 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta 
Phone (780) 415-5434 


Freedom Metropolitan Community Church Call for 
meeting place. Sundays at 7:15 p.m. 
Call 429-2321, 
Revbev@compusmart.ab.ca 


“Through uncertainty to new possibilities.” 


Lambda Christian Community Church A non- 
denominational, evangelical Christian 
church. Sundays at 7 p.m. at Garneau 
United Place, 11148 - 84 Ave. Call 
474-0753. 


Lutherans Concerned Call Mette at 
461-5571, luthconc@icrossroads.com 


McDougall United Church Welcomes people of 
all sexual orientations. Sundays at 
10:30 a.m. at 10086 McDonald Dr. 
Call 428-1818. 


We can help: 


Southminster-Steinhauer United Church Welcomes 
all sexual orientations. Sundays at Edmonton Physical 


10 a.m. at Ermineskin Community Ais 
League, 10740 - 19 Ave. Call the church Therapy Clinic Ltd. 


office at 435-2028, Debbie at 
987-4974, or Read at 437-9732. 10848 Jasper Avenue 
Tel: 428-6881 


Unitarian Church of Edmonton Worship and ; 
services of union. Sundays at 9:30 a.m. No doctor's referral required. 


and 11:15 a.m at 125302110 Aver Call WCB and CRP funded. 


454-8073, uce@compusmart.ab.ca 
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KGt Danser 


Kat Danser is an acoustic folk blues 
singer/songwriter who combines a 
soulful vocal presentation with a ‘no 
nonsense’ guitar style. She writes a full 
spectrum of songs reflecting humorous, 
intuitive, passionate and spiritual 
observations about herself and the 
world around her. Kat is a relaxed and 
witty performer who actively engages 
her audience in her songwriting 
material. Hornby Island Blues Society 
proclaims, “...the fabulous Kat Danser 
who absolutely astonished everyone. 
What a hidden treasure.” 

The eldest of three children, Kat 
was raised on a farm in rural 
Saskatchewan. Her early musical 
influences included Hank Williams, 
Emmylou Harris and Mary Chapin- 
Carpenter, but she finds her musical 
interests to be deeply rooted in early 
blues performers/writers such as Bessie 
Smith, Robert Johnson and Memphis 
Minnie. 

Despite childhood performances in 
choirs and on community stages, Kat 
lost contact with the importance of 
music in her life until her late twenties. 
However, as Kat says, “it’s been like fire 
and lightning ever since.” She has 
traveled extensively in Central America, 
Southeast Asia and the Caribbean. 
While living in Thailand, Kat worked 
with people with leprosy and provided 
both counseling and community 
development opportunities. She remains 
committed to community development 
projects that work to empower and 
encourage all people. 

Kat is currently working on her 
first CD entitled “Big Beauty.” She 
expects that a promotional CD will be 
available on April 1, 2001. v 
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by N. M. 


Kat Danser & Raw Sugar 


Friday, 
April 20, 2001 
8:00 p.m. 


Riverdale Hall 
9231 - 100 Avenue 
Edmonton 


Tickets $6 


On sale at Orlando Books 
Southside Sound and Tix-On-The-Square 


Raw Sugar is Sheryl Ackerman, 
Deirdre Crandall and Jan Schmitz 


For more information call 477-1403. 


PRIDE WEEK COMETH 
Pride Week this year is June 16 - 23, 
2001. Womonspace will be hosting a 
Unity Party on June 16. This will be a 
mixed event at the Hellenic Hall, 

10450 - 116 St. For more information, 
leave a message at 482-1794. The Pride 
Parade is scheduled for the afternoon of 
June 16 and we hope to see as many of 
you out there as can attend. The ‘official’ 
pride dance will be held on June 23 at 
the Citadel Theatre and will be hosted 
by the Imperial Court of the Wild Rose. 


The “Elle” in GLCCE: 


I find it hard to imagine the daring and 
strength of Edmonton’s early lesbian 
and gay leaders. Seeing the risk people 
perceive in coming out publicly today, 
it is fascinating to think about the risk 
and imagination of the people who 
took these risks twenty or thirty (or 
more) years ago. 

This history has been on my mind 
as GLCCE begins to put the pieces in 
place to celebrate its 30th anniversary. 
The Gay and Lesbian Community 
Centre of Edmonton arose out of the 
Gay Alliance Toward Equality (GATE), 
founded in late 1971. Only two years 
before, Trudeau decriminalized 
homosexuality with his famous speech 
about the state having no business in 
the bedrooms of the nation, and this 
was before the change in the 
psychiatric establishment that removed 
homosexuality as a mental illness in 
their diagnostic guide. 

I am so excited about working 
with our community to celebrate this 
anniversary, for the opportunity to look 
at what was started thirty years ago, 
and the many changes that have 
happened since. Edmonton has a rich 
history of lesbian and gay activism that 
one wouldn’t expect, looking at the 
province’s right-wing reputation. 

Back in the early ’70s, GATE was 
working alongside a group called ELF: 
Edmonton Lesbian Feminists. In the 
years since, there have been women’s 
co-ops and drop-in centres, raids on 
the bathhouses and protests to the 
raids, public commitment ceremonies, 
support groups, rallies, and much 
more. This will be a fascinating project 
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30 years of Gay and Lesbian Activism in Edmonton 


of excavation of archives and of 
memories, a look at how things have 
changed and how they’ve come full 
circle. At the Womonspace AGM in 
September, I spoke with Louise who 
volunteered at the GATE drop-in 
centre in the mid-’70s. She told me 
about how she started a women’s drop- 
in on Thursday nights. I laughed and 
told her about the newest program at 
GLCCE: our Thursday women’s drop- 
in. 

GLCCE plans to mark our 
anniversary with a year of events that 
reflect the proud history of gay and 
lesbian activism in Edmonton. The 
anniversary year will run from the 
Pride weeks of 2001 to 2002. We are 
actively seeking volunteers to work on 
this Anniversary committee. GLCCE is 
also seeking women to assist in 
coordinating and hosting the Thursday 
evening women’s drop-in (training is 
provided). For more information, 
please contact me at the Centre at 
(780) 488-3234 or email 
glcce@compusmart.ab.ca Vv 


Mountain Berry Inn B&B 

40 acres of paradise near Salmon Arm, 
B.C., (250) 835-8891, e-mail: 
mberry@jetstream.net 


Labyrinth Lake Lodge Peaceful, 
inexpensive getaways for couples / small 
groups. Complete privacy on 160 acres 
lakefront. Hot tub. Phone 878-3301 (local 
call) or lablake@compusmart.ab.ca 
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White Thing eae 
| ht ae 


for Flowers 


Floral luxury you can easily afford. 


It’s like that picture I see 

When I'm sitting down to watch TV 
That don’t look nothing like me 
The skinny, white girl in front of me 
You see, my hips are wide Exotic to whimsical arrangements 
My bosom is full é 
My butt is round 
My legs are strong \ No expensive shop overhead 
My eyes are dark | equals greater savings to you 
My skin is coloured 
My hair is kinky 
My lips are thick 
My nose is broad 

I watch the girl 
With my dark eyes, I see “A special florist for a special community.” 
She is nothing like me 


No one for me to see. v Call (780) 619-3460 


Deluxe bouquets 


25% discount for Womonspace 
members 


Gay Women’s Mountain Biking & Hiking Womonspace Golf Weekend 
Group July 21-22, 2001 


If you liked it last year, you'll love it this year. If you 
missed it last year, get your butt in gear and join a 
fun group of women for a fabulous weekend of golf, 
camping and fun. Bashaw, AB (45 minutes south of 
Sherwood Park). If you are interested in volunteering 
to help or just want to attend, leave a message at 
482-1794 


Short and long rides twice a week. Weekend 


get-away in the Rockies, including mountain 
biking, hiking, camping and special events. 
Women only. For more information, call 
Catherine at 424-9277. 
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= Pf & Mall Onder Catalogue $6 * Secure On Line Shopping © & 
3 Retail Store Open 7 Days A Week & Express Shipping @ m 
> ? ome “ - 
bs Canada’s largest ee <4 
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g Tal: ea) 254-2543 Order Toll Free 1-888-WYM-WARE & 
& Fax: (804) 254-5472 www.womynsware.com: 
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(cont. from p. 7) 


multiculturalism and personal rights a lot. 
Among the rights of the people we 
discuss, I always bring up the issue of gay 
rights in our society and compare them to 
the rights of other cultural groups such as 
natives, immigrants, and even women. It’s 
always a very interesting and eye opening 
discussion for my kids, and even though 
they start out by saying, “My mom or 
Dad says...” they end up with, “I think...” 
That’s what I want: the “I think.” Because 
the youth of today have to make up their 
own minds about these issues, and they 
will pass down their attitudes. I’m proud 
to say most of my students have become 
very thoughtful and open-minded, and 
now consider gay issues just as they 
consider the issues of any other group. 
Whenever I can, I try to change 
things. Just a little nudge here, a comment 
there, displaying the attitude I want to see 
reflected. I don’t consider myself to be an 
activist, but I do believe I can change 
things in my own small way. Vv 


— 

Is Lesbian Avengers right for you? 

* Does it bother you when people at work 
assume you have a boyfriend? 

* Does it bother you for every dollar a man 
makes a woman makes 70¢? 

* Do you want to do something positive with 
your anger? 

* Do you need to get connected with other 
dykes? 

* Do you like to meet unconventional chicks? 

* Do you long to be a public lesbian? 

* Do you dream of walking topless down 
Broadway carrying a Lesbian Avenger banner? 

* Do you want to learn to eat fire? 

* Do you want to make your ideas into actions? 

* Do you enjoy creating guerilla art? 

* Would you relish the opportunity to be out & 
proud on national news networks? 

If you answered yes to two or more of these 

questions RUN don't walk to the phone and join 

a small band of pissed off activists aka the 

Lesbian Avengers to constructively release your 

anger toward the heterosexist, racist, classist, 

etc... society 

-Lesbian Avengers, Chicago chapter 


wom oO in 


UNITY PARTY 


Saturday 
June 16, 2001 
8 PM 
Hellenice Hall 
Tickets $10.00 


All profits raised 


will be distributed 
to participating 
community groups 
ei 
A 44 CELEBRATION 
SPONSORS 


puta Secrets 


RECINCT 55 


Edmonton’s first Southside 
Lesbian Lounge - Open Now! 
Under New Management 


5552 Calgary Vhail S. 
Phone: (780) 433-5550 


v Catering to lesbians and 
community. 

v Full menu, huge dance 
floor, pool table, darts, 
ping pong, VLTs, ATM. 

v Large private patio, 
fundraisers, Holy Union 
parties. 
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OrLlANpO 
BOOKS 


Edmonton’s lesbian-owned, 


feminist bookstore 


with a fine selection 
of titles for women. 


10123 Whyte Ave. TOE 1Z5 
492-/609 


www.orlandobooks.com 


JULIE C. LLOYD 


Barrister & Solicitor 


1506, 10117 Jasper Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta T5J 1W8 
Telephone: 497-7755 
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utterances leave her own mouth, she 
gasped and stopped. She looked down at 
her hands, which had become withered 
and knotted with anger. She lifted a hand 
up to her hair, now turning grey and 
brittle with hurt and blame. Without 
thinking, the word, “Stop!” wailed from 
her mouth and lingered in the air above 
the pond. 

Sailor hobbled over to her cute little 
dyke on the other side of the pond. 
Sailor reached toward her own stomach, 
and with a gasp her hand was swallowed 
into her belly. She pulled out a flaming 
orange torch that scorched her emaciated 
fingers and burned her graying hair. 
“This is my anger,” said Sailor as she 
held the torch up to the heavens, and 
torrential rains began to fall, putting out 
the flame. Instantly, her fingers returned 
to pink, and her beautiful brown mane 
returned. 

Sailor’s hand swept back into her 
body, this time being swallowed in to her 
chest. With a grunt, she pulled out her 
heart. It was still beating, but very 
slowly. The shriveled organ was 
encrusted with black rot covering oozing 
sores. The cute little dyke reached out to 
touch Sailor’s heart, but the heart beat 
back, away from her. Sailor’s eyes filled 
with tears, mixing with the rain falling 
from the sky, and the droplets poured on 
to her heart. With each drop, a small 
piece of black rot broke off, revealing 
fresh beautiful skin. Within moments, 
Sailor’s heart was pumping strongly and 
loudly. With a loud ker-thump, it sucked 
back into Sailor’s chest cavity without 
leaving a scar. 

Sailor was no longer scared and she 
was no longer worried. A rainbow of 
light radiated from her body and the 
rays spilled over on to the burned 
meadow land, restoring its green luster. 
Sailor bent down to peer into the 
sparkling blue water, and, once again, 
saw her own reflection. And finally, 
Sailor knew love. Vv 


Dear Dr. Dyke, 

I’m dating a great woman, but 
occasionally she embarrasses me in 
public situations. She’s perfect 
otherwise, and I’m absolutely crazy 
about her, but she really says some off- 
colour jokes. Do you think this is 
enough of an issue to stop dating her? 
Signed, Purple Whoo-Hoo 


Dear PW-H, 

A good sense of humour is the one 
thing Dr. Dyke values the most ina 
relationship! True, hot sex is pretty 
important too, but, you know, if the sex 
isn’t great, at least you can laugh about 
it!! Plus, there’s nothing sexier than the 
Good Humour Dyke, in her freshly 
pressed white uniform. Oh wait, that’s 
the Ice Cream Man. Still... uniforms are 
verrrry important in a relationship. 
Okay, I’m getting off topic. A good 
sense of humour is extremely 
important. Where would we be in 
certain situations without it (e.g. “...and 
that was the day I decided to try cutting 
my own hair” or “...and that was how I 
accidentally peed on my own foot.”) 
You should definitely tell her how you 
have been feeling, because occasional 
embarrassment is not enough to ditch 
an otherwise perfect dyke. Does your 
girlfriend notice how others recoil in 
horror at her attempts at humour? 
While not always an accurate 
barometer, it may help her fine-tune 
what she says in public. Have you 
spoken to your friends about it? Maybe 
it is actually your issue, and they think 
she is funny! 


Dear Dr. Dyke, 

Alberta feels so anti-dyke to me 
that I am seriously thinking of leaving 
the province. I’ve lived here for twelve 
years and I’m just sick of feeling 
excluded. Any advice? 

Signed, Crantini 


18 


iX3}.4 Dr. Dyke 


Dea 

Hey, not so fast! Dr. Dyke hasn’t 
met you yet! True, I’ve only been here 
for one year now, but I have to say that 
this province really has a lot going for it. 
Yes, there are a lot of pick-up trucks, but 
look past that and see if there is actually 
a cute dyke driving. Dykes like trucks. 
Also, Alberta is rat-free and dykes hate 
rats. That seems to be working out well 
too. Without government support, 
dykes seem more visible here. I see a 
record number of rainbow stickers on 
cars and in windows. I see a lot of Pride 
earrings, necklaces, and even blatant 
hand-holding at West Ed Mall! Very 
cool!! As they say in Alberta, 
homophobia has been around since 
Christ was a cowboy. Moving away 
won’t change how you feel about 
discrimination, and seriously, where are 
you going to go? Saskatchewan?? 
C’mon!! Dykes love mountains and 
mountain-related activities like camping, 
cycling, and wearing gear from 
Mountain Equipment Co-op. When the 
good is good enough, the bad doesn’t 
matter. And you don’t have to be proud 
of those Albertans who are raising 
money for Stockwell Day. Just 
remember that everyone is entitled to 
their opinion, even if they are wrong 
and stupid! Vv 


The “doctor” is in. 


_ Send your questions to the — 
relationship/life/sex/ 
home improvement 

dyke expert! 


Write to doctordyke69@hormail.coi 


A lesbian is the rage of all women condensed 
to the point of explosion.” 
- Radicalesbians, The Woman Identified Woman 
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Clqire VoyanCe 


Pisces: A fish out of water you aren’t this 


month. Whether home is a cottage or a 
“2.2 teplica of Anne Heche’s $500,000 New 


eg York condo, you’re a shining dyke star 


~~ to everyone around you in your own 
special way. 
Aries: Money ain’t funny, honey. Especially 
when you don’t got none. Be careful 
with your penny-pinching this month, 
Sor you could squeeze your lover right 
Se out of your life. Remember, the frugal 
dyke shall inherit the ... okay ... 
not the earth, but at least the earth- 
crunchy girl could be a possibility. 
Taurus: Bull, you are full of it. What was 
once fierce loyalty has shriveled into 
~dwhiny self-pity. Take your strength and 
ne (smarts and use them for good for once 
~ this month, or you'll risk losing it all, 
beautiful Venus girl. 
Gemini: One is fun, two is new, and three is 
. a bad, bad place to venture in April, 
curious twin. Just because two chicks 


BGA 
AY 


p Wy \\ want you doesn’t mean you should take 


‘them both on. Life is full of choices. 
Choose the girl less traveled. 
Cancer: April is a month of secrets for you, 
luscious crab cakes. Whether they are 
sweet blushing school girl confidences 
or you’re-on-your-way-to-the-jail-block 
= “covert operations is up to you. Keep 
things light and you'll sail through; 


make it heavy and you'll sink like a pair 


of cement Birkenstocks. 


Leo: Who needs Valentine’s Day when you 7 AL 


have April Fool’s Day, lovely lioness? 
g Make a change in habit and tradition 
Mah Band your luck could shoot the Womon- 
XS \ 


~=\W" space dance hall roof! Sucker up to that 


short-haired cutie you’ve had your eye 
on and turn your trick into a treat. 
Virgo: Your lust for life may make you 
proud, Miss Mercury, but it could be 
breaking your heart in more ways than 
one. You need to start watching your 
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maybe: 


lA 
op 


Preocets. 


health and take delight in all things 

x \" )wonderous and low-fat. Just ’cause it’s 

a creamy doesn’t mean you should lick 
it. 

Libra: Your work is your life, gentle Libra, 
and finally all that hard work is going 
to enrich your life. Maybe it’s time to 

Mm mix business with pleasure and ask that 
=, spiky-haired co-worker out to the 

~~” Princess, so she can treat you like one. 
Make sure she pays. But you buy the 
popcorn. 

Scorpio: A messed-up head and a messed- 
up bed is what’s in store for you this 
April, scattered Scorpion. Remember: 

8 what crawls under your sheets must 

even-tually crawl out. Resist temptation 

© ond don’t beg her to stay. Leave her 
wanting more and she’ll be back time 
and time again. 

Sagittarius: You are finally coming into your 
own, Saggie baby. Everyone wants a 
piece of you, but resist the temptation 

,/\to shove them all in your mouth at 
Jonce or your face will be smeared with 

7 cherry pie. Everyone loves a winner, 

* but they don’t always want to hear 

about it again and again and again. 

Capricorn: With so many new beginnings, 

gamine goatling, you need to concen- 

trate on keeping one hand in the future 
and one hand in the past. Go ahead 
and date your new dream girl, but 

—don’t forget to hang out with your ex. 

There’s nothing like a three- 

generations-of dating sandwich waltz 

on the Secrets dance floor. 
Aquarius: Travel should be your highest 
priority in April, water baby. Whether 

g@y it’s an Olivia Cruise or a tour of the 

Se + homes of the dyke stars of Province- 

G ay town, you'll rejuvenate yourself enough 

~ to continue on with the bigger and 
better things 2001 has in store for you. ¥ 
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Womons pace SPring Dance 


Saturday, April 21, 2001 
9 p.m. to 1 a.m. 
Westmount Hall, 10970 - 127 St. 


2 Easter games! : 
Z Spring floral door prize! 


Women only and non-smoking. 
To volunteer, call 482-1794 
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Womons pace Membership Form 
(Conficentiglity Assured’) 


Name(s) ’ ieee tee oA RS =e 
Address _ pA = 

City iene 29 * Postal Code ‘ 
Phone __ _ eee inal! ms 


12-month membership fee: 

$15/single or $25/couple (with one newsletter) 

$15/associate (Friend of Womonspace; newsletter only) 

Cheque or money order payable to: Womonspace, Box 128, Main BO., Edmonton, 
Alberta, TSJ 3K4 Phone: (780) 482-1794 (low income available) 


|] New Member | Renewal _] Associate : 

L] I would like to be a volunteer mn Sry 
i Total Enclosed: 

(| Please mail my newsletter to my home 

(1 I will pick up the newsletter at dances and events | 


SOR Rae nn earn Nees nS eeSpShens meena eae ws eas eneese heer ecee sens s aca Eases tenes eeweaenenstctabebecussssracunbeadsns seacneEbebereseee eee EEE 


